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Attracting the presence of (God

We chase and run after so many
life—wealth,
p]easure

thin gs in
prominence,  power,

understanding and influence.

One we sometimes Forget is the
presence and power of God.
This is a desire of our spirit that
we often put on the back blocks
of our life. But rea"y, it should
be number one.

Matthew says: “Seek FIRST God
and His kinedom.” This must
be our number one pursuit in

our persona] life, church Fami]y,
ministry, city and our nation. It
is in that p]ace that lives are
changed, marriages are enriched,
bodies are healed, finances are
blessed,
businesses prosper and churches
break through. It is where the
power lives and the b]essing

sinners are saved,

flows.

Luke 5:17 says....

“One day as he was teaching,
Pharisees and teachers of the
Jaw, who had come from every
Vi//age of Galilee and from ]ua'ea
and ]er’usa/em, were sitting there.
And the power of the Lord was
present for him to heal the sick.”

We need God’s power present in
our world. That is why Solomon
declared: “The blessing of the
LORD br’ings wealth, and he adds
no trouble to it.” Proverbs 10:22

King David also knew the key to
the b]essing of God in our lives.
Psalm 16:1 “You have made
known to me the pat/i of life;
you will ll me with Jjoy in your
presernce, with eternal p/easures
at your right hand” That is why
when David became king of
Israel the first thing he wanted
to do was NOT fix up Medicare,
change the ﬂag, and amend the
education system but to get the
presence of God over his nation.

Moses was the same. He said in
Exodus 33:15:
does not go with us, do not send
He knew the
importance of the presence of

God.

"If your Presence

us up from here.”

That is why he would seek God in
the tent of meeting.

‘Now Moses used to take a tent
and pitc/i it outside the camp some
distance away, calling it the "tent of
meeting.” and he prayed a prayer

in Exodus 33:13: ‘“Now therefore, 1
pray You, if 1 have found favor in
Your szg/it, show me now Your way,

that 1 may know You [progressive/y
become more a’eep/)/ and l'ntr'mate/y
acquaintea’ with You, perceiving
and recognizing and una'erstana'r'ng
more strong/)/ and c/ear/)/] and that
I may find favor in Your szglit. And
[ Lord, do / consider that this nation
Wow! What a

passion FOT the presence OF God

is Your people.”

David went after God’s presence.

David knew that the presence of
God hung over the ark of the
covenant so he put together a crack
outfit of elite soldiers, called them
“raiders of the lost ark” and sent
them into the enemy's camp to
retrieve and return what right]y
be]onged to the peop]e of God.
2Samual 6:1-7. (Read this yourse]F)

The

retrieved it wrong]y.

th ey

oniy probiem was,

1. They put it on a new
donkey cart

2. They tried to upho]d the
presence of God or the ark by
their own effort

The presence of God wasn’t built
for donkey carts, no matter how
new they are. The presence of God
doesn’t rest on a new idea or the
latest fads or trends—it rests on
It rest’'s on people
that have made room for God to
peop]e that have yie]ded
themselves to his p]ans, peop]e that

people’s lives.
move,

worship Him in spirit and truth. In
this story in 2Samuel we also see a
the
presence of God and was struck
dead.
upho]d God'’s presence. He stands
in the solitude of Himself. He is
agust and unique, unparallelled and

man who tried to upho]d

We do not need to try to

He doesn’t need
]ight
disp]ays to make himself felt and

unpreced ented.

our smoke maci’iines and

seen. He jUSt needs an open and

hungry heart.

God spoke to me one time
His

presence at a time when pushing

concerning power and
peop]e over during the altar call
was rea"y in. It was as if we
were trying to fill in the gaps
and make God look bigger and
greater. He said to me: ‘U you

don’t touch my g/ory I'll increase

it.”

The blessing of God makes us

rich

6:0-12. David got

concerned and decided to ]eave

2Samual

the ark of the covenant parked
at Obed-Edom—the Gittite's
house and Obed-Edom was
blessed because of the ark. 1
love Phil Pring]e’s version of this
that when
Obed-Edom got up one morning
after the ark had been there for
a little while, he thought he’d
give his broken down tractor
another go. It started first
He drove out to the
chicken pen. The chickens were

said

story. He

attempt.

]aying three to four eggs a day.
The
trip]ets

sheep were all having

and the
growing 20 feet high.

corn  was
By the
time David caught wind of what
was happening Obed-Edom had

a]ready built an extension on his

house, put in a poo] and
purchased a ho]iday villa. That
was enough for David, he
wanted that presence and
b]essing in his nation. So this

time he discovered how to bring
the presence of God into his
nation proper]y.

1 remember visiting a church in
There

was SUC]’] a presence OF God

Fiji over 20 years ago.

among this group of churches.
The main church that was six
months old grew to over a
thousand peop]e with 20 peop]e
and

major

every week being saved
baptised,
miracles taking p]ace.
people

coming to Christ and

and regular
Numbers
of high—income were
joining
the church. Even the prime



minister’s wife attended. 1 was priviieged to
preach within  this group of churches
numbers of times over a two year period. 1
remember preaching in a new church in
Nandi that was oniy five weeks old yet 300
peopie The
department consisted of two ukuleles (sma"
guitars) which you could not hear anyway,
but there was such a hunger in the piace.
The presence of God was so rich that night as
1 preached. Five giris were drawn from the
night club across the road who gave their life
to Jesus. A deaf ear was opened up aiong
with numerous miracles.

were in attendance. music

That church had attracted the presence of
God so richiy that 1 knew 1 simpiy had the

priviiege of just ﬂowing in it

Keys to attracting God

There are many lessons in this passage that
heip us see how to attract God's presence in
our lives and church.

Verse 9

A reverence and holy fear of the Lord
David and the team might had taken the ark
with casualness and contempt, like so many
believers do with the presence of God. But
after some serious ... hitting the fan, he got a
bit more committed. This happens to all of
us from time to time. We take a few hits or
a few things go wrong.
start seeking the face of God and wanting the
presence of the Lord.
recalibrate and adjust our lives according to
His pians and purposes. Simpiy waiking in
the fear of the Lord and having a reverence
for Him is making sure we are iiving
according to the destiny He has set out for us.

This causes us to

It causes us to

Verse 12—with rejoicing

Thankfulness

David started to rejoice in the Lord.
Sometimes we are so ungrateFui. Even if we
think we have nothing to thank God for, or
our life is just going bad., we can thank God
for who He is!

It says: 7 will enter his gates with
thanksgiving in my heart.”

In Philippians 4:4 it says: ‘Rejoice in the
Lord always. 1 will say it again: Rejoice!”
and in verse 6: ‘Do not be anxious about
anything, but in everything, b)/ prayer and
petition, with tﬁan/(sgiving, present your
requests to God.”

Also in Ephesians 5:20: ‘always giving
thanks to God the Father for everything,
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

You know 1 rea"y can’t stand whingers
compiainers and grumbiers. 1 actua"y just
siientiy pu" away. But when peopie are
thankful, positive and encouraging | get
attracted to that. 1 believe God likes and
enjoys seeing and hearing thankful peopie.

Verse 13—men carried the ark

Obedience

The ark was to be moved in a certain way.
It was to be carried on the shoulders of
Levite priests, men who had consecrated
themselves for the purposes of God. 1tis
an amazing thing that when we do what
God tells us to do, things happen,
blessings flow, take  place,
provision comes. Mary was right when
she told those around Jesus.."whatever He
says just do it.” (John 2:5) That's faith!
That's obedience! That’s what attracts the
presence of God.

miracles

Verse 13—He sacrificed a bull and
fattened calf

Sacrifice

1 know this is not a popuiar point in a
consumer styie of Christianity or in a faith
group of peopie who would declare that
Jesus paid the sacrifice and we are to
receive its biessing. But expiain that to all
the discipies who lost their lives sharing
the gospei. The road to Caivary was
bioody but the road after Caivary ‘was
bloodier, stained with the sacrifice of the
saints. It is interesting to note that

when this sacrifice happened it was

Letters of Suppor‘t & E_ncouragement

Hey Kev

Just wanna thank you for being
such an encouragement in Jesus. |
love ya, mate!l Our church was
soooo blessed by your visit.
People talking about it all week.
Have a good week—I may drop up
one day soon with Peter. Will call
before we come to make sure you
are around. _

Life House g
e

Church ;&{ .
Campbe“towrﬁ {

Hi Key,

Just to let you know that Church is
going great down here and are very
encouraged by the Inspire
newsletter - God's way of
mathematics, etc... We have been
going through some challenges here
but at the same time some great
things are happening also.
Antonia and | are on a steep
learning curve and greatly
appreciate your support and
looking forward to you visiting in
February 2009.

Malcolm & Antonia Weir
Huonville Tasmania

genera"y followed by an out pouring of
God’s presence and power. I'm not
saying to go and get martyred for ]esus
and the cause of His kingdom. We will
probabiy never have the opportunity of
dying for the Lord Jesus in our western
nation, but between now and the time we
get to heaven, we will certainiy have the
opportunity to make a sacrifice with our
time, talent and money.

Verse 14—danced before the Lord with all
of his might

Praise and Worship

1 know 1 have mentioned thankfulness, but
praise and worship from his peopie out of
a great heart is a major key to reieasing
the biessing and the presence of God. 1
have no doubt that one of Hi"song’s great
attributes is that they praise and worship
God so much.

So often we can take or leave praise and
worship. In fact 1
preacher say that praise and worship is
not a New Testament principie—it is oniy
I've heard
myseif say this too, but praise and
worship is a key to reieasing and
attracting the presence of God over what
we are doing.

once heard some

mentioned two or three times.

In fact it actua“y says that David was
ciamorousiy foolish before the Lord to a
piace where his wife was embarrassed and
judged him. She remained barren, like so
many Christians that judge churches that
praise and worship God with all of their
might.

Love Kevin

IR

CD Pack
“Attracting the Presence of God”
available $10.00 + postage
Ph 49610211

Healing Seminar

Saturday 17th January 2009
@ Life Church
Steve Clarke who oversees
“Father House” from the Blue
Mountains ministers around the
nation seeing hundreds of heal-
ings.

Cost is $25.00 per person
Or
$40.00 per couple.

Book by phoning Life Church
Ph 4961 0211



Praise God for another successful Youth
Camp! During the week of October 29-
31, we all made the journey to Caban-
gan Zambales for the first time. We
held the youth camp in front of the
black beach such exciting days for the
Attending the camp this year
Our

count of 71 campers was up by neariy a

youth.
were a total of about 90 peopie.

dozen from the year before, and the

balance were staff members. 1t is very

encouraging to us that the number of
campers attending is on the rise! Thank
God for this. The theme for the camp
this year was “One Way’. As we gath-
ered at each service, one could hear the
beautiful songs of God'’s peopie singing

this song and reminding us indeed that

Fi‘liiiPPines——Brendan

We arrived late Monday night and
drove for 1 1/2 hours up to Bulacan
and the school where we stayed. Ate
(a term of respect, like Aunty) Lolit,
pastor of Life Church Philippines and
Alvin, youth pastor of same church
met us. The drive from the airport
was a culture shock in itself. Roads
congested with traffic that mildly
obeyed the rules, multi towered
hotels and office blocks making way
for shanty town like villages of tin
and canvas within one block of each
other. People everywhere, at food
carts, karaoke bars, bus stops,
outside homes. It made Australia
feel very empty indeed. Tuesday was
a day of 'sightseeing’. At one of the
churches we were greeted with signs
saying "Welcome Australian friends'.
Then all of our names. Now that was
pretty cool. That afternoon we were
caught in a flood in an area just

Fi‘liiiPPines——Aivin Pautista

He is the Oniy Way, the Truth and the

Life..”. As His praises were lifted up-
ward, His biessings came down. Our
Australian friends from Wollon-

gong, Australia were our guest speakers
Brendan Elliot and team and did a won-
derful job of ministering to the needs of
campers and staff alike.

I'd like to express my personai thanks to
all of our staff members who made such
sacriﬁces, as aiways, to be a part of mak-
ing the camp a success. It would be diffi-
everybody, but 1

cult to mention
want each one to know what a biessing

you are. Thank you so much FOT‘ those

peopie who support us i‘inancia"y and in

I lliott

outside of Manila that is a town built
on a garbage dump. We were visiting
one of the schools when it started to
pour and, by the time we were leaving,
the streets were awash with water up
to our ankles, even knees in certain
spots! Alvin kept reminding us that
Philippine weather is very
unpredictable. Of course such a flood
washed out the road heading back to
Bulacan so a one hour trip turned into
a six hour trip! One of the best things
that happened while we were away was
the yough camp that we attended. Kt
was in a place called Zambales, at the
northern tip of the Philippines. It was
a long six hour trip on the back of a
truck squeezed in with the Pilipino
youth, but was worth the drive. To see
God move in the lives of the youth and
young adults on this camp was really
amazing. We saw eleven youth give
their lives to God including a 'lady boy'

QH4HR EXPRESS @ LIFE

Will be on the 20th to 21st February 2009 playing
at Soapbox will be Bodacious Cowboys.
Martyn Webb will be displaying his artwork

24hr express is a 24hr experience for ministers & leaders that will give you a missional
approach to church. You will experience a Soapbox night where some of the best muso’s in
Australia play. It will have its own bar and restaurant. Then you'll serve in Soul Café among the needy of

prayers. We do rea"y appreciate it so
much for continuing to support us.

We still have a lot to do, and many more

victories to be won. We have a lot more

young lives to reach. May God bless you

aiways!.
Yours in Christ

Alvin Bautista
Email: acbautista_24@yahoo.com

Ken & Maisie Gibson will be leading a
team to the P/n'/l'ppl'nes in February 20009.
If you would Fike to support this mission
please contact Ken Gibson on:

Email: khgibson7@bigpond.com.au

who dressed as a girl at the camp but
was amazingly touched by God. To sit
through a sermon in Tagalog (Filipino
language) not understanding a word
and yet still feel the presence of God
really blew Him out of the box | know |
had Him in. Of course there were
plenty of games, morning
exercises, rice, laughs, rice, singing,

rice,

rice and we also got to eat rice which
was great. Our trip ended in Boracay,
which must be Tagalog for “paradise!”
It's a small island that you fly, then
boat across to. Aqua water, white
sand beaches, amazing sunsets,
restaurants on the water—a stunning
part of the world. We were able to
take Alvin with us and give him a well
earned holiday.

Brendan Elliott, Youth Pastor
South Coast City Church Thirroul
Email: brendanelliott@gmail.com

Newcastle. You will also get to see an art exhibition, attend AA. and spend time with Kev talking about the whole missional

church. For more information and accommodation suggestions,

contact Life Church office on 4961 0211 or Kevin Wilcock on OH07 467 798.



-ZReach

An Australian based relationship of churches and ministries that
work together in reaching our nation and beyond
to plant, parent and partner with churches in order to see them impact their communities Pro-
viding—relational and visionary oversight

CONNECT]NG lN 2009 Ministers & Leader’s Gathering

NEWCASTLE

Monday 19th January 2009

10:30am to 2:00pm at Kevin &
Tracey’s, (Murrakin Reserve Estate)
20 Murrakin Street, Kahibah. Steve
Clarke will be sharing with us
followed by a BBQ lunch (BYO).
Enjoy a nice drop of little wine from
Murrakin Reserve Estate vineyard.

MELBOURNE

Friday 20 to Saturday 21st March
Ozreach gathering at Mantra on the
Park Melbourne from Friday 12:00noon
to Saturday 12:00 noon.

Bookings can be made on Ph 03 9668
2500. If you have an entertainment
go]d card we have been quoted $180.00
for a 1 bedroom apartment or $220.00
for a 2 bedroom apartment. If you
DON'T have a go]d card you can book
your room through Luke Thompson on

Ph 03 9668 2500 and let them know

Frofile Keneé Sharon Robinson

How ]ong have you been married?

33 years

How ]ong have you been in ministry?
20 years

Favourite things you like to do?
Fishing
Sharon: Gardening, reading, boating

Ken:

What do you like about OzReach?
Kingdom, re]ationship, vision,
missionary action

What other work have you done?
Ken: Electrician, footwear retailing
Sharon: Bank teller, office supervisor
for Kenneth Copeland Ministries

What's the hardest thing you find in
ministry?

When peop]e go through hard times
but won't receive or imp]ement
Kingdom counsel that would alleviate
their prob]ems.

When are your birthdays?
Ken: 25 November
Sharon: 19 August

What's your favourite food?
Ken: Lamb roast

Sharon: Lamb roast

-ZReach Leadership ] eam

Pastoral Co-Ordinator

Administration
Fred David

0412 284 710
fred4saints@gmail.com

Secretarial & Event Management

Kevin Wilcock
0407 467 798
twilcock@optusnet.com.au

Martyn Webb
0412979 874

martyn@cafechurch.com.au

you have been quoted $192.00 for a1
bedroom apartment and $272.00 for
a 2 bedroom apartment.

WEB address is:
www.mantracityhote]s.com.au

See attached brochure for details of
the hotel.

A number of the team will be sharing
a]ong with a few ministers from
Melbourne p]us many enjoyab]e meals
will be had together as we enjoy the
restaurants of Melbourne.

Bread of Life Fellowship

For how ]ong have you pastored the
church? 8 Years

What things are running well in your
church? Ladies’ ministry, prayer
meeting and Fe"owship

What is your vision statement?
To build a community of believers
who live by faith expressed through

] ove.

What things can you improve on?

In church—music/worship
Outside—greater interaction with the
community greater revelation of the
real reason ]esus came to earth
(restoration of the Kingdom of
Heaven on earth)

ken.shar@bigpond.net.au

Email:

This team get together
once a month for the
purpose of prayer &

Emil Varga
0412 440 335

Finances & Treasurer

fellowship.
All churches wanting to
relate will need to make
contact with this team.

emil@sccc.com.au




